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Overview
During my academic sabbacal, I engaged in a research study focused on identy development
of 6th grade bilingual students with a specific focus on biliteracy and biculturalism. This work
provided valuable insights into bicultural identy formaon and perspecves for students in
local dual-language immersion programs.

Research Acvies
Self-Portrait Acvity: The students created self-portraits in which they drew themselves, and
then they were interviewed one-on-one to describe their self-portraits, specifically focusing on
their identy as bilingual individuals who had been in a dual-immersion program since TK or
kindergarten.

Biliteracy Trees Project: In small groups, the students created "biliteracy trees," visually
depicng and labeling different aspects of their bilingualism. The roots of the tree represented
the foundaon of their bilingual abilies, the trunk symbolized how bilingualism shaped their
identy, and the leaves illustrated how they intended to use their bilingual skills to impact
others. They then engaged in focus group conversaons about these images, discussing their
interpretaons, experiences, and connecons to their bilingual idenes.

Data Collecon: Collected quantave data through semi-structured interviews and focus group
conversaon to understand how students navigate, integrate, and understand their bilingual
identy. Students were allowed to use their full linguisc repertoire to respond, with many
responding in both English and Spanish. All interviews were transcribed and are currently in the
process of being themacally coded.

Findings & Contribuons
- Idenfied key factors that support successful biliteracy development, including parental
involvement, culturally and linguiscally affirming teaching, peer network and support, and
immersive language experiences.
- Gained insights into how students construct their bicultural idenes within the school
environment and the role of peer interacons in this process.

Future Applicaons
The findings from this study will contribute to ongoing research in dual-language and bilingual
educaon and inform best pracces for educators working with bilingual students. Addionally,
this work may serve as the foundaon for future publicaons, conference presentaons, and
curriculum development efforts aimed at fostering effecve biliteracy educaon. I am currently



working on manuscripts related to this project, with the intenon of subming them to TESOL
Quarterly, The Reading Teacher,Mullingual Educator, and Bilingual Research Journal.

Conclusion
My academic sabbacal was a highly producve period dedicated to understanding the
interacons between bicultural identy, biliteracy, and dual-language educaon programs. The
insights gained will be instrumental in shaping my future research and professional
contribuons to the field of bilingual educaon.


